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1 Introduction 

Batchfire Callide Management Pty Ltd (Batchfire) is the current holder of the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) approval for the Boundary Hill South Lease Extension 

within Callide Mine (2012/6324). The approval relates to the following action only: 

“To expand an existing open cut coal mine pit and additional infrastructure (in ML 80186) 

as part of the Callide mines 20 km north of Biloela, central OLD, see [EPBC Act referral 

2012/6324 and variations to the action dated 20 November 2012 and 17 October 2013].” 

Table 1 Controlling Provisions and Decision 

Controlling Provisions Decision 

Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 & 18A) Approved 

Listed migratory species (section 20 & 20A) Approved 

Water resources (section 240 and 240E) Approved 

 

Approval EPBC2012/6324 (The Approval) has been the subject of a number of variations, including most 

recently a variation that came into effect on 17 February 2023. This variation extended the expiry date of 

the Approval until 30 June 2055. 

Condition 16 of the Approval requires: 

Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, within three months of every 12-

month anniversary of the commencement of the action, the approval holder must publish 

a report on its website addressing compliance with each of the conditions of this approval 

over the previous 12 months, including implementation of any management plans as 

specified in the conditions. Documentary evidence providing proof of the date of 

publication and details of non-compliance with any of the conditions of this approval must 

be provided to the Department at the same time as the compliance report is published. 

Reports must remain published for the life of the approval. The person taking the action 

must continue to publish this report each year until such time as agreed to in writing by 

the Minister. 

The anniversary of commencement of the action is 4 August. The letter of commencement of the action is 
attached to this report as Appendix 1 – Notification of Commencement of Action. 

This report addresses Batchfire’s compliance with the conditions of the current Approval, as stipulated by 
Condition 16.  For completeness, Batchfire has requested the Department provide clarification on the 
desired content of reports under Condition 16 but no substantive response has been forthcoming. 

 Background of Callide Mine 

Batchfire operates Callide Mine which is located approximately 20 km north of Biloela in Central 

Queensland (see Figure 1 and Figure 2).  Callide Mine is an open cut coal mine with an annual production 

rate of approximately 10 million tonnes per annum of product coal.  Mining commenced at Callide Mine in 

1944.  The mine produces low-sulphur, sub-bituminous thermal coal that is used to supply the adjacent 

Callide Power Station and for export to overseas customers.  Callide Mine involves open cut mining in four 

discrete mining areas including Dunn Creek, Trap Gully, The Hut, and Boundary Hill. 
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Figure 1 Batchfire Callide Mine General Setting 
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Figure 2 Boundary Hill South Project Area 
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2 Approval Conditions Compliance Review 

The following Table 2 lists the Approval conditions and provides Batchfire’s commentary and evidence of 
compliance. Any future or further action required will be described. 

Table 2 Approval Conditions and commentary on compliance 

Approval Condition Compliance Comment  

Project area 
1. For the purpose of the action, the approval 

holder must not take any action outside the 
area enclosed by a dotted purple line and 
shaded with purple cross-hatch, and labelled 
“Disturbance Boundary” as shown on the map 
at Attachment A1.  

All clearing for the approved action has occurred 
inside the disturbance footprint as required.  

Pre-clearance surveys 
2. The approval holder must undertake a harp 

trap survey for the South-eastern Long-eared 
bat (Nyctophilus corbem) prior to 
commencement of the action. The harp 
trapping must be done in accordance with harp 
trapping requirements of the EPBC Act survey 
guidelines.  

Harp trap survey works were completed for South-
eastern Long-eared bat (Nyctophilus corbem) in 
April 2018, prior to the commencement of the 
action in August 2018 (see 4.1) as required. 

 

3. If the harp trap survey determines the 
presence of a South-eastern Long-eared Bat on 
the project site, the approval holder must 
provide an offset for the loss of its habitat on 
the project site. 
  

There was no presence of South-eastern Long-
eared Bat detected in the project area. 

 

Offsets 
4. The approval holder must submit an Offset 

Management Strategy for the Minister's 
written approval for the loss of the following: 

• 266 hectares of Squatter Pigeon habitat;  

• 257 hectares of Koala habitat; and  
• 224 hectares of South-eastern Long-eared 

Bat habitat if the harp trap survey required 
at conditions 2 and 3 determines the 
species is present in the project site. 

The Offset Management Strategy received written 
approval on 15 June 2018 (see 4.2) as required.   

 

5. The Offset Management Strategy must include, 
but not be limited to:  
a) The proposed timeline and legal mechanism 

for securing the offset areas or offset 
outcomes;  

b) Details of minimum offset area/s;  
c) Evidence that the offset/s are in accordance 

with the EPBC Environmental Offsets Policy. 

The approved Offset Management Strategy 
addressed these conditions in: 

a) Section 4.3; 
b) Section 3.4; 
c) Section 2.2, 

as required.   

6. The approval holder must not commence the 
action unless the Offset Strategy has been 

The action did not commence until 4 August 2018, 
following the receipt of Offset Management 
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Approval Condition Compliance Comment  

approved by the Minister in writing. The 
approved Offset Strategy must be 
implemented. 

Strategy written approval on 15 June 2018 (see 4.1 
and 4.2) as required. 

7. The approval holder must submit for the 
Minister's written approval an Offset 
Management Plan. The Offset Management 
Plan must include: 
a) Details of the offset areas required to 

address the loss of habitat for EPBC Act 
listed threatened species at condition 4; 

b) Justification for how the offset areas 
provide long-term functional habitat for the 
identified species, connectivity with other 
relevant habitats, conservation areas and 
functional biodiversity corridors, including a 
map depicting the offset areas in relation to 
other habitats and biodiversity corridors; 

c) A survey and description of the current 
condition (prior to any management 
activities) of the offset area proposed, 
including existing vegetation (the baseline 
condition); 

d) Performance and completion criteria for 
evaluating the management of the offset 
area, and criteria for triggering remedial 
action (if necessary); 

e) A description of the management measures 
that will be implemented for the protection 
of EPBC Act listed threatened species, 
including a discussion of how measures 
outlined take into account relevant 
conservation advice and are consistent with 
the measures in relevant recovery plans 
and threat abatement plans; 

f) A program to monitor and report on the 
effectiveness of these measures, and 
progress against the performance and 
completion criteria; and 

g) The proposed legal mechanism for securing 
the offset within 7 years from the date of 
the Minister's approval of the Offset 
Management Strategy required at condition 
4. 

h) Evidence that the offsets are in accordance 
with the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets 
Policy. 

 

The Offset Management Plan was submitted to the 
Department for approval on 7 June 2024. The 
Department accepted the application on 11 June 
2024 and at the end of the compliance period (3 
August 2024) the Department were still assessing 
the plan.  
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Approval Condition Compliance Comment  

Species Management Plan 
8. The approval holder must submit a Species 

Management Plan for the Ministers written 
approval. 

The Species Management Plan received written 
approval on 15 June 2018 (see 4.2). 

 

9. The Species Management Plan must include: 
a) details of measures to avoid mitigate and 

manage impacts to EPBC Act listed 
threatened species and their habitat during 
construction, operation and 
decommissioning of the action; 

b) measures to manage areas on the project 
site, that are not within the disturbance 
boundary, as habitat for EPBC Act listed 
threatened species; 

c) details of weed control, stock exclusion and 
revegetation measures; and 

d) a discussion of relevant conservation 
advice, recovery plans and threat 
abatement plans and how measures 
proposed in the Species Management Plan 
take into account relevant conservation 
advice and are consistent with the 
measures contained in relevant recovery 
plans and threat abatement plans. 

The Species Management Plan addresses these 
conditions in: 

a) Section 5.1; 
b) Section 5.1; 
c) Section 5.1; 
d) Section 5.5. 

 

10. The approval holder must not commence the 
action until the Species Management Plan is 
approved by the Minister in writing. The 
approved Species Management Plan must be 
implemented. 

The action did not commence until 4 August 2018, 
following receipt of Species Management Plan 
written approval on 15 June 2018 (see 4.1 and 4.2). 

Batchfire believes the Species Management Plan 
has been implemented as required in the reporting 
period (see also comments at condition 16 below). 

Groundwater 
11. The approval holder must undertake 

monitoring of groundwater as specified in the 
Environmental Authority (EA). 

Groundwater monitoring is in place and will 
continue as specified in the Environmental 
Authority EPML00720413. 

12. The approval holder must make the 
groundwater monitoring results, required 
under condition 11, publicly available on the 
approval holder's website for the life of the 
project within 3 months of collecting the data. 

Groundwater results required under condition 11 
are publicly available at: 

https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/ 

At time of this Compliance Report all results 
relevant to the reporting period were available. 

Publication will continue as required. 

13. The approval holder must make groundwater 
monitoring results, required under condition 
11, available to the Department and 
Queensland Government authorities (if 
requested) for inclusion in any cumulative 

No request for results was made by the 
Department or Queensland Government authority 
the Department of Environment, Science, and 
Innovation, during the reporting period. 

 

https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/
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Approval Condition Compliance Comment  

impact assessment, regional water balance 
model, bioregional assessment or relevant 
research. 

General 
14. Within 30 days after the commencement of 

the action, the approval holder must advise the 
Department in writing of the actual date of 
commencement. 

Notification of the commencement of the action 
was sent to the Department on 4 August 2018 as 
required, and written acknowledgement received 
on 15 August 2018 (see 4.1). 

 

15. The approval holder must maintain accurate 
records substantiating all activities associated 
with or relevant to the conditions of approval, 
including measures taken to implement the 
management plans required by this approval, 
and make them available upon request to the 
Department. Such records may be subject to 
audit by the Department or an independent 
auditor in accordance with section 458 of the 
EPBC Act, or used to verify compliance with the 
conditions of approval. Summaries of audits 
will be posted on the Department's website. 
The results of audits may also be publicised 
through the general media. 

Record keeping is in place and is maintained by 
Batchfire’s Environment and Community 
Department. Records are held to substantiate the 
activities relevant to the conditions of the 
approval. 

16. Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the 
Minister, within three months of every 12 
month anniversary of the commencement of 
the action, the approval holder must publish a 
report on its website addressing compliance 
with each of the conditions of this approval 
over the previous 12 months, including 
implementation of any management plans as 
specified in the conditions. Documentary 
evidence providing proof of the date of 
publication and details of non-compliance with 
any of the conditions of this approval must be 
provided to the Department at the same time 
as the compliance report is published. Reports 
must remain published for the life of the 
approval. The person taking the action must 
continue to publish this report each year until 
such time as agreed to in writing by the 
Minister.  

As discussed in Section 1, this report satisfies 
condition 16. It will be published to Batchfire’s 
website prior to 4 November 2024. 

How Batchfire has implemented the management 
plans specified in these conditions is described in 
Appendix 3 – Boundary Hill South Species 
Management Plan Key Commitments Register. 

As the Offset Management Plan was not approved 
during this reporting period there is no discussion 
on its implementation. When the document 
receives written approval from the Department, 
Batchfire will commence reporting on its 
implementation.  

Batchfire concludes it has complied with the 
requirements of the Species Management Plan for 
this reporting period. 

 

17. Upon the direction of the Minister, the 
approval holder must ensure that an 
independent audit of compliance with the 
conditions of approval is conducted and a 
report submitted to the Minister. The 
independent auditor and audit criteria must be 

No direction was given to conduct an independent 
audit of compliance for the reporting period. 
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Approval Condition Compliance Comment  

approved by the Minister prior to the 
commencement of the audit. The audit report 
must address the approved criteria to the 
satisfaction of the Minister. 

18. The approval holder may choose to revise a 
Plan approved by the Minister under condition 
8 without submitting it for approval under 
section 143A of the EPBC Act, if the taking of 
the action in accordance with the revised plan 
would not be likely to have a new or increased 
impact. If the approval holder makes this 
choice it must: 
a) notify the Department in writing that the 

approved plan has been revised and 
provide the Department with an electronic 
copy of the revised plan or strategy; 

b) implement the revised plan from the date 
that the revised plan or strategy is 
submitted to the Department; and 

c) for the life of this approval, maintain a 
record of the reasons the approval holder 
considers that taking the action in 
accordance with the revised plan would not 
be likely to have a new or increased impact. 

There were no revisions made to any Plan during 
the reporting period. 

 

19. The approval holder may revoke its choice 
under condition 18 at any time by notice to the 
Department. If the approval holder revokes the 
choice to implement a revised plan, without 
approval under section 143A of the Act, the 
plan most recently approved by the Minister 
must be implemented. 

Batchfire has not chosen or given notice to revoke 
any plans, namely the Offset Management 
Strategy. 

 

20. If the Minister gives a notice to the approval 
holder that the Minister is satisfied that the 
taking of the action in accordance with the 
revised plan would be likely to have a new or 
increased impact, then: 
a) condition 18 does not apply, or ceases to 

apply, in relation to the revised plan; and 
b) the approval holder must implement the 

plan most recently approved by the 
Minister. 

To avoid any doubt, this condition does not 
affect any operation of conditions 18 and 19 in 
the period before the day the notice is given. 
At the time of giving the notice the Minister 
may also notify that for a specified period of 
time that condition 18 does not apply for one 

No such notice was issued during the reporting 
period relating to approved plans. 
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3 Conclusion 

All conditions of the Approval as issued on 24 March 2017 and most recently varied on 17 February 2023 

have been complied with during the reporting period. 

  

Approval Condition Compliance Comment  

or more specified plans required under the 
approval. 

21. Conditions 18, 19 and 20 are not intended to 
limit the operation of section 143A of the EPBC 
Act which allows the approval holder to submit 
a revised plan or strategy to the Minister for 
approval. 

No action was taken by Batchfire or the Minister 
during the reporting period. 

 

22. If, at any time after 7 years from the date of 
this approval, the approval holder has not 
substantially commenced the action, then the 
approval holder must not substantially 
commence the action without the written 
agreement of the Minister. 

The action commenced within 1 year of the 
approval, 4 August 2018 (see 4.1) as required. 

23. Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the 
Minister, the approval holder must publish all 
management plans, and reports, referred to in 
these conditions of approval on its website. 
Each management plan must be published on 
the website within one month of being 
approved by the Minister or submitted under 
condition 16a. All published reports must 
remain on website for the life of the approval. 

The Offset Management Strategy and the Species 
Management Plan are both published on the 
Batchfire website, available at: 

https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/ 

 

https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/
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4 Appendices 
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 Appendix 1 – Notification of Commencement of Action 
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 Appendix 2 – Offset Management Strategy and Species Management Plan Approval  
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 Appendix 3 – Boundary Hill South Species Management Plan Key Commitments Register 

Key Commitment Comment 

1. The protocols outlined in this SMP will be 
followed. 

Batchfire believes it has followed the protocols 
outlined in this SMP, as described below in items 2-
8. 

 

2. Adequate resources will be provided for training. Batchfire Callide Mine Induction package for all 
incoming workers contains information on Permits 
to Disturb, environmentally sensitive areas at 
Boundary Hill South (BHS), erosion and sediment 
control, weed management obligations, and a 
reminder of their general environmental duty. 

 

3. All identified procedures will be implemented, 
including: 

• Rehabilitation Management Plan; 

• Weed Management Plan; 

• Feral animal control; 

• Bushfire and stock management procedures; 

• Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP); 

• Permit to Disturb procedure. 

Documents meeting this requirements: 

• EMS_07 Rehabilitation Management Plan; 

• EMS_07.4 Weed Management Procedure; 

• EMS_12.1 Pest Animal Management 
Procedure; 

• EMS_03 Fire Management Plan; 

• EMS_02 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan; 

• EMS_7.2 Permit to Disturb. 

 

4. A Fauna Spotter Catcher will be engaged prior to 
undertaking clearing activities of MNES habitat 
comprising native vegetation within the project 
site, and the Fauna Spotter Catcher will follow 
the procedure outlined in this SMP. 

A Fauna Spotter Catcher (FSC) has been engaged for 
all clearing activities of MNES habitat in the 
Boundary Hill South project area. FSCs follow the 
procedure outlined within the SMP. Clearing reports 
are submitted by the FSC and held by Batchfire as 
per record keeping requirements. 

 

5. The Environmental Officer will undertake 
periodic review of this SMP, and revise as 
necessary. 

Reviewed annually during the completion of the 
EPBC Approval Annual Compliance Report. No 
revisions made as none of the actions have been 
deemed to 'be likely to have a new or increased 
impact' or otherwise require revision or adaptation 
to protect relevant matters. 

6. The following records will be kept in relation to 
the implementation of this SMP: 

• Executed Permits to Disturb; 

• Animal Breeding Place Register from Fauna 
Spotter Catcher surveys (as required under 
the Queensland SMP); 

• Fauna Incidence Register from Fauna Spotter 
Catcher surveys (as required under the 
Queensland SMP); 

• Pest and weed management activity records; 

Evidence of record keeping is as follows: 

• Batchfire maintains copies of all executed 
Permits to Disturb since their acquisition of 
Callide Mine and are stored as per EMS_7.2 
Permit to Disturb; 

• Breeding Place Surveys have been conducted 
for the project area. These places have been 
recorded in a Breeding Place Register and 
held by Batchfire for submission to the 
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Key Commitment Comment 

• Bushfire management activity records, 
including fire break maintenance; and 

• ESCP and associated monitoring records. 

Queensland Government when required by 
the Queensland SMP; 

• Fauna incidences are reported in Fauna 
Spotter Catcher Reports and kept in Fauna 
Incidence Register and held by Batchfire for 
submission to the Queensland Government 
when required by the Queensland SMP; 

• Batchfire's Land Management Service 
Provider delivers monthly reports that 
include pest and weed management activity 
records; 

• Firebreak maintenance is carried out annually 
as required.. Activity is tracked through 
contractor reports and aerial imagery stored 
in Batchfire’s spatial data GIS system; 

• Records kept as per EMS_02 Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan. 

7. The SMP will be made available on the approval 
holder’s website within one month of approval. 

The SMP was uploaded in 2018 to 
https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/  
following approval. A hard copy is also held on site. 

 

8. Within three months of every 12 month 
anniversary of the commencement of the action, 
a report will be published on the proponent’s 
website addressing compliance with the 
implementation of this SMP. 

This review table will be included in the Boundary 
Hill South Lease Extension EPBC 2012/6324 
Condition 16 Annual Report to satisfy both this 
requirement and Condition 16 of the EPBC Approval. 
It will be published by 4 November 2024 to: 
https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/  

https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/
https://www.batchfire.com.au/documents/

